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US 191, SR 266 to US 70



Tonight’s Agenda
US 191, SR 266 to 
US 70

• Welcome & Introductions
• Overview of ADOT 

Development Process
• Need & Purpose Statement
• Area Population Growth
• Project Background
• Proposed Corridor Options
• US 70 Alternatives Analysis
• Next Steps
• Question & Answer Session



Project Review
US 191, SR 266 to 
US 70

• Today’s Goals:
• Provide a briefing and gain input 

from local residents, business 
owners, etc. 

• Identify issues that are important to 
each community

• Receive support and direction for 
moving forward with the proposed 
corridor alternatives



ADOT Development 
Process for Major 
Projects

• Statewide Plan – Needs Inventory
• Building a Quality Arizona - bqAZ
• ADOT Long Range Transportation 

Plan: “What Moves You Arizona”
• Regional & Route Specific Studies

• US 191 & US 70 Studies (2000)
• Graham County - US 70 - Alternative 

Route Study (2010)
• Design Concept Reports

• US 191, I-10 to SR 266 (2002)
• US 191, SR 266 to US 70 (In Progress)



ADOT Development 
Process for Major 
Projects

• 5-Year Programming Process 
• Task 1 - Design & 

Environmental Clearances
• Task 2 - Right-of-Way 

Acquisition
• Task 3 - Utility Relocation
• Task 4 – Construction

• Current Programmed Projects
• US 70, Safford to Solomon 

(Design Starting)
• US 191, Segments II & V 

(Construction 2010 & 2011)



Project 
Development 
Duration

• Major Projects 10+ years
• Statewide Competition for Funding

• Sub-programs 3 to 5 years
• Pavement Preservation
• Signals
• Enhancements



What is Access 
Management?

• Principles
• Trade-off between mobility and 

accessibility
• Spacing/limiting of intersection and 

driveway locations, left-turn control, 
signals, etc.

• Guidelines
• Four-lane divided with intersection 

spacing of 2 miles (desirable) and 
1-mile intervals 

• What does this community need from a 
state highway?
• Capacity
• Reasonable travel times (speed)
• Minimize conflict points (safety)



Need and Purpose 
Statement

• Need to improve US 191:
• Current travel lanes cannot 

accommodate future traffic volumes
• Traffic flow is currently interrupted by 

multiple driveways and intersections
• Large trucks and trailers cannot 

negotiate the intersection of US 70 and 
US 191 without difficulty

• Present roadway underserves 
pedestrians, parking, utilities, etc.

• Existing roadways offer limited detour 
opportunities during incidents and/or 
evacuation



Need and Purpose 
Statement

• Purpose of US 191 
improvements:
• To safely accommodate increasing 

traffic volumes, minimize 
congestion, and promote efficient 
future travel

• To manage access 
• To improve long-term safety and 

capacity
• To provide a route that complies 

with up to date design guidelines



Population Growth

• Anticipated Growth Rate
• By 2040 the Safford area of the 

Gila Valley will be nearly the 
current size of Sierra Vista 
(45,000 +/-)

• Growth rate may increase with 
major developments 

• If Development Occurs…
• Population may grow faster for a 

period of time
• Conditions can degrade rapidly, 

especially around large traffic 
generators



How We Got Here
2007 to 2010

• 2007 Study Process 
• Data Collection

• Environmental & 
Technical Evaluations

• Historical Evaluations

• Public Input 

• Team to Look at 
Alternate Options

• 2010 Alternative 
Corridor Options



2010 – Why Alternative
Corridor Options

• Additional lanes would require 
more right-of-way 

• To minimize impacts to existing 
homes, businesses and utilities 

• Preservation of community
• To preserve limiting access to 

existing properties 



US 191, SR 266 to US 70
Existing Conditions
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US 191, SR 266 to Artesia Rd
Use Existing Corridor 
with 4-Lane Typical 
Section

Proposed Highway
One-Way Lanes

CL

Existing Highway
One-Way Lanes

CL
50’- 200’ 108’

76’ 38’ Roadway

100’ Desirable
Proposed

R/W
Existing

R/W

38’ Roadway

100’ Existing ADOT R/W

Existing US 191
North or Southbound Lanes

(Access Controlled Highway)

Proposed US 191
North or Southbound Lanes

(Access Controlled Highway)

US 191 Typical Section
SR 266 to Artesia Road



US 191, Artesia Rd. to US 70
Alternative Corridors



US 191, Artesia Rd. to US 70
Alternative Corridor A



US 191, Artesia Rd. to US 70
Alternative Corridor B



US 191, Artesia Rd. to US 70
Alternative Corridor C



US 191, Artesia Rd. to US 70
New Corridor -
Typical Section

Proposed US 191
Southbound Lanes

(Access Controlled Highway)

Proposed US 191
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(Access Controlled Highway)
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US 191, Artesia Rd. to US 70
Alternative Corridor D



US 191, Artesia Rd to 
Powerline Rd
Existing Corridor -
Typical Sections

Dual Frontage Road Option

Single Frontage Road Option

Proposed US 191
(Access Controlled Highway)

Proposed Frontage Road
(Access Per Local Governments)

Proposed Frontage Road
(Access Per Local Governments)

Proposed US 191
(Access Controlled Highway)

Existing US 191
Proposed Frontage Road

(Access Per Local Governments)



US 191, SR 266 to US 70
No Build Option



Environmental 
Process

• Collect and document existing 
conditions on physical, biological, 
and cultural/historic environment

• Solicit participation from local, state 
and federal government agencies

• Solicit input from public, property 
owners, businesses and other 
stakeholders 

• To identify constraints and 
opportunities for corridors being 
considered



Next Steps
Projected Timeline

• End of Year 2010
• Recommended Corridor

• Summer 2011
• Public Information Meeting for 

Detailed Alignments & Environmental 
Overview

• End of Year 2011
• Recommended Alignment & Public 

Meeting

• Summer 2012
• First Opportunity to Program a Project 

in ADOT Five-Year Plan
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Question & Answer 
Session
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